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Thank you to all of our advertisers for contributing to the 
2021 Farm & Home supplement.

Published by: McLeod Publishing, Inc.
716 E. 10th St., Glencoe, MN 55336

320-864-5518

Printed by: House of Print
322 Benzel Ave. SW, Madelia, MN 56062

888-741-4467

7 mi. No. of Hector or 7 mi. So. of Cosmos on St. Hwy. 4
320-848-6566 • www.babesblossoms.com

Offering unique baskets and containers ready to display, 
annual plants, perennials, shrubs, vegetable plants, 

seeds, strawberry plants, custom potting, trees and more.

Gift Certificates 
available year-round.

OPENING FOR 
THE SEASON

Monday, April 19

HOURS BEGINNING APRIL 19:
Mon. – Fri. 9:00 am – 6:00 pm

Sat. 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Sun. Noon – 5:00 pm

*Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM, Member FINRA, SIPC. Investment advisory services offered
through Avantax Investment ServicesSM. Insurance services offered Avantax Insurance AgencySM. 6333 N, State Highway 161,

Fourth Floor, Irving, TX 75038, 972-870-6000

Your LAND is not just a 
business... It’s your LEGACY!

We can help you make the best financial
decisions now, and allow for ease of 

transition later.

214 West Elm St.
Norwood

(952) 467-2407

105 West Main St.
Arlington

(507) 964-5868

1721 10th St. East
Glencoe

(320) 864-6166
Tim Schuth CPA

Chip Anderson CFP®, CIMA®

Mona Platt CPA
David Heine CFP®

Mark Your 

Calendars!

Aug. 4th – Aug. 8th

FOR THE

2021 SIBLEY 
COUNTY FAIR!
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Community solar gardens provide landowners 
with added source of income
by Kurt Menk
Editor

A Green Isle man is harnessing
the power of the sun to help others
save money on energy costs while
earning additional income.

Nathan Dahlke works remotely for
a Twin Cities-based retailer while
also farming corn and soybeans
and raising cattle alongside his fa-
ther and brother on their family
farm. He’s able to provide for his
family, but a community solar gar-
den on his property is giving him
added security. It’s expected to
generate $300,000 of additional in-
come over the next 25 years. 

“Community solar gives me an-
other way to provide for my family,”
Dahlke said. “The economy can be
unpredictable; the income from
the solar garden is something I
know will be there.”

Nokomis Energy developed the
solar garden on 10 acres of
Dahlke’s 200-acre property. The

company worked closely with
Dahlke and the community to
make sure it was the right fit. 

“Anytime we go into a commu-
nity and talk with a new landowner,
a big part of our role is listening,”

said Corey Orehek, Community En-
gagement Director for Nokomis En-
ergy. “In Green Isle, we were able
to find a solution that benefits
Nathan’s family and the commu-
nity.” 

Community solar gardens gener-
ate electricity that gets sold to Xcel
Energy. Xcel customers located in
the same or adjacent counties as
the landowner can subscribe to a
portion of the garden through en-
ergy bill credits. Green Isle Commu-
nity School is one of the subscribers
saving money. Nokomis Energy also
performed a $5,000 lighting up-
grade for the school, which adds to
their energy cost savings. 

“We’re all about finding solutions
that work for communities,” Orehek
said. “We work one-on-one with
everyone involved, and that rela-
tionship continues after the garden
is finished.

Dahlke, a Green Isle native who
returned to the area a couple of
years ago, sees it as a win for rural
Minnesota. 

“Community solar opens up an-
other avenue to support yourself,
others and local communities,”
Dahlke said. 

EXSTED 
REALTY

2124 10th St E Glencoe
(320) 864-5544

www.exstedrealty.net
Willard
Exsted

Rebecca 
Tuchtenhagen

Buying and selling
farms for 51 years 

in the McLeod, 
Carver, Renville 
& Sibley County

areas!

We Sell The Best

New Listings Needed!

Buyers Available.
We have buyers willing to pay top dollar
for farm land. If you are looking to sell
your farm, or just downsize the number of
acres you have, GIVE US A CALL.

Buy Land, They Ain’t Making More of That Stuff!

Submitted photo

Pepita MT
40 Years Experience

We Even Restore!

• Classic Car Repair 
& Restoration

• Classic Tractor Repair 
& Restoration

• Carburator’s
• Ignition Systems

Personalized 
Attention

Vintage Gas Pumps 
& Vintage Air Meters

307 5th Ave. NW, Arlington, MN 

507-964-1048

• Wiring
• Engines
• Transmissions
• Rear end/Gears
• Sand Blasting
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MAIL IN THE FORM BELOW: P.O. Box 188, Glencoe, MN 55336; OR CALL 320-864-5518 TO ORDER!

Fast, Friendly,
Affordable

Info@CarlsonGarageDoor-
Repair.com

(763)-203-0618
www.carlsongaragedoorrepair.com

Carlson Garage 
Door Repair 

Company, LLP

 

 

AG SERVICE CENTER - LAFUFC 

 

 

AG SERVICE CENTER - LAF

 

 

YETTEAAYAFFA

 

 

our premier destYYo

 

 

our premier destination for equipment sales,

 

 

vice! parts & ser

 

 

OUR OPERAYKEEP 

our one stop destination for equipment, parts & service, tires, precision Y

WITHOUT  

 

AND RUNNING TION UP OPERAAT

our one stop destination for equipment, parts & service, tires, precision 

RUNNING AROUNDWITHOUT  

 

AND RUNNING 

our one stop destination for equipment, parts & service, tires, precision 

.RUNNING AROUND  

 SYSTEMS WE 
WFROM LAAW

and precision planting services. 
, routine and preventative maintenance, tire scaling, on-site service truck repair

e are proud to offer small engine repairplanting & more! W

 

 IT ALL!OFFER SYSTEMS WE 
TO GRAIN BIN WN MOWERS 

and precision planting services. 
, routine and preventative maintenance, tire scaling, on-site service 

e are proud to offer small engine repair

 

 IT ALL!
TO GRAIN BIN 

and precision planting services. 
, routine and preventative maintenance, tire scaling, on-site service 

, DOT services andepairr,

Be a part of the Professional Directory each week in support of your community 
in the Arlington Enterprise/ The Sibley Shopper

Arlington Enterprise/ The Sibley Shopper
Call 507-964-5547 Glencoe office: 320-864-5518

SHOW THEM YOU CARE.
LET YOUR COMMUNITY KNOW YOU’RE THERE!

SPRING Subscription Special
Need to know? When is the game? What happened at the meeting? How is the team doing? 

Who is the Student of the Month? Find the answers in the McLeod County Chronicle!

Order Your Subscription Now & $ave!

ACT NOW & GET 2 MONTHS FREE! Expires April 30, 2021.

Farm & Home 2021 Subscription Offer - 2 months free - Choose one of the following papers:

Name ____________________________________________
Mailing Address ____________________________________
_________________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________________

Check Enclosed   Bill my credit card    i    r   a q Charge acct.# ________________________________Exp. date_________

McLeod County Chronicle
Please include the correct payment amount:

• McLeod County & New Auburn 
Addresses: ............................................$44

• Other MN Addresses: ............................$50
• Addresses Outside MN: ........................$56

Arlington Enterprise
Please include the correct payment amount:

• MN Addresses: ......................................$42
• Addresses Outside MN: ........................$48

in The McLeod County Chronicle
and the Arlington Enterprise
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By Brianna Taggart
Staff Writer

Sibley County dairy princesses can
be found working at the malt stand
during the county fair and presenting
information on the dairy industry to
children in classrooms, sharing their
knowledge on myths and realities of
dairy farming during a typical year.

However, passion for this agricul-
tural world started at home for dairy
princesses Madison Krueger, Mon-
tana Krueger and Aly Dieball.

“We focus big on closing the gap
on how milk goes from the farm to
the store,” Dieball said.

Dieball and sisters Madison and
Montana Krueger represent Sibley
County as the three dairy princesses
along with five other dairy ambassa-
dors. Their love for their family farms
and passion for the industry led them
to a newfound love of sharing what
they do with the community.

Sharing the love
Dieball, 18, grew up on a dairy

farm in Green Isle and started sharing

her stories with the community as a
dairy ambassador for five years until
she was crowned a dairy princess
last March.

As a dairy princess, she gets to en-
gage with the community about
what dairy farms are and what they
do. She’s recently taken things a step
further and created an “adopt-a-

farm” program for an autism school
in the Twin Cities and daycares in Ar-
lington and Gaylord for children who
may not be aware of everyday life
on a dairy farm.

“It’s just so fun,” Dieball said. “It
makes it worth it at the end of the
day hearing how excited they are.”

She updates a Google Drive folder
every month with video updates of
calves on her family farm and activ-
ities for children to do. Projects have
included printouts for Christmas tree
ornaments, a make-you-own cattle
ear tag and this month was valen-
tines.

“It’s really cool,” Dieball said. “You’d
think something so little would do
nothing but the kids talk about it all
the time.”

Community learning
All three dairy princesses work with

children in classrooms when they get
the chance to teach them about
dairy farms.

Dairy princesses start new farm program, debunk myths

Submitted photo

Montana Krueger and Aly Dieball helped out an Arlington ambulance
breakfast Aug. 30, 2020. Krueger and Dieball enjoy handing out dairy prod-
ucts to people and teaching them about the process that goes into making
those products.

Continues on page 7

Bruce Mathwig and Jason Winter

The Ag Lenders at Citizens State Bank understand the issues involved
in a farming operation.  Our individualized service and local decision-
making allows us the flexibility to work with our farmers as their
needs change.  

As a Farmer Mac lender, we offer rates and terms on ag real estate
loans that compete with any ag lender in the market.  The Farmer Mac
program allows us to lend to all farm types, has no minimum loan
size, and features fixed-rate mortgages with terms up to 30 years.  

Rates are at historic lows.  
Contact us today and inquire about our ag loan products.

409 Faxon Road, Norwood Young America, MN 55368

952-467-3000
www.CitizensStateBankNYA.com

NMLS #629780

Ag Lending Specialists

A World Leader in Agribusiness
Producing Top Quality Canned & Frozen Vegetables

A Community Leader & Supporter in the 
Glencoe Area for over 55 years!

Seneca Foods, started in 1949, has been dedicated to providing
quality food products and service excellence to our customers.
We began by concentrating on one product, concord grape
juice, and carved out a successful niche in a growing market.
Today, the breadth of our operations encompasses a vast array
of fruit and vegetable products.  We are involved in multiple as-
pects of agribusiness, from growing crops to manufacturing and
marketing the packaged goods.  And we remain committed to
delivering high quality products that our customers can trust
and depend on.

Seneca Foods Corporation
101 West 8th Street, Glencoe, MN 55336

www.senecafoods.com

Main Human Resources 320.864.2316
Toll Free Human Resources 800.252.4875

Farm Fresh Goodness Made Great
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Locally Owned & Operated Since 1959
Downtown Hutchinson

320-587-8356

COUPON

15% OFF
ON ANY REGULAR 
PRICE FOOTWEAR

*some brands excluded*

Not valid with other offers.
Expires 5/29/21

present coupon at purchase

• Redwing
• Dansko
• Keen

• SAS
• New Balance

• Clark

• Hush 
Puppies

• Rockport
• Florsheim

Green Isle, MN

Contact us for all your seed
corn needs.

Jerry Scharpe, Ltd.
Certified Public Accountant

• Income Tax Preparation (Corporate, LLC, Ptr, Individual)
• Electronic Filing                     • Financial Statements
• Estate Planning                      • Monthly Accounting & Payroll
• Tax Planning                          • Business Planning

712 East 13th Street
Glencoe, MN 55336

Serving clients throughout the area since 1971

Jerry Scharpe, CPA
Jeffrey Scharpe

Registered Accountant Practitioner

320-864-5380
Fax: 320-864-6434

Email: 
Jerry@Jscharpe.net or

Jeff@Jscharpe.net

For all your Land Surveying/Subdivision needs
•Boundary/Land Surveys

•Building/Farm Site Surveys
•Farm Drainage, Tile Plans & Profiles

•Topographic and As-built Surveys
Prompt/Professional Service 

with Great Rates!
Attention to Detail and Personal Needs

www.egrud.com
Hutchinson: 320-587-2025

Waconia: 952-442-5348
Gaylord: 507-237-5212

E.G.Rud & 
Sibley Surveyors

have merged

2436 Ford Ave N., Glencoe, MN
Concrete Division

320-224-1339
• Commercial
• Residential
• Agricultural

CONCRETE FLATWORK

COLORED STAMPED POURED FOUNDATION

Farm & Home
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That’s 20-year-old Madison
Krueger’s favorite part. She’s currently
a junior at the University of Wisconsin-
River Falls, but she grew up just out-
side of Arlington. She’s been a dairy
princess for three years and was an
ambassador for about four years be-
fore that. Her goal is to become a
large animal veterinarian.

They’ve been able to play a Jeop-
ardy game with children in the past.

“I enjoy going to the school visits
and seeing their eyes light up when
they get a question right,” Madison
Krueger said.

Her 17-year-old sister, Montana,
likes school visits too, because she
gets to educate people about the
dairy industry. That was the reason
she became a dairy princess. 

“When you teach somebody,
they’re really amazed at it all and I
like sharing that,” Montana Krueger
said.

What they want people to know
Myths can litter the realities of dairy

farms, so Madison Krueger likes to
debunk them whenever she can.

“People think that we treat the cows
badly when we milk them, but that’s
not the case at all,” Madison Krueger
said.

“We’re better at taking care of
them,” Montana Krueger said. “We’re
not abusing the cows we milk.”

A senior at Sibley East, Dieball had
a similar sentiment and wants peo-
ple to know they use good practices.
She plans on majoring in dairy pro-
duction and dairy manufacturing
with a minor in food safety at South
Dakota State University. Dieball then
wants to come home to help her
parents run the farm.

Montana Krueger plans to join her
sister at University of Wisconsin-River
Falls with a major in dairy science
and plans to come home and part-
ner with her parents like Dieball.

“For me, it’s rewarding,” Dieball
said.

Aly Dieball, 18-year-old from Green
Isle, is one of Sibley County’s three
dairy princesses this year. She likes
sharing stories of everyday dairy
farm life, so she she set up an
“adopt-a-farm” program for an
autisim school in the Twin Cities and
daycares in Arlington and Gaylord.

Madison Krueger, age 20, is a dairy
princess with her sister Montana.
She’s been a dairy princess for
about three years and was a dairy
ambassador for about four years
before that. When she’s engaging
with the community, Krueger likes
to take share personal stories about
her childhood on a farm outside of
Arlington.

Submitted photos

Dairy princesses start new farm program, debunk myths (continued from page 5)

Valuable Coupon • Glencoe Fleet Supply

$5OFF 
Any purchase of $25.
Expiration: 5/4/2021.

*Coupon excludes hunting & fishing licenses, twine, and sale items.
Cannot be combined with any other coupons/offers. See store for any additional exclusions.

GLENCOE
Hwy 212, 3105 10th St. E.
320-864-4304
Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.-7 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.-

6 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Since 1905

Your Complete Farm & Home Store
• Paint & Supplies
• Farm Supplies
• Carhartt
• Power Tools
• Sporting Goods
• Automotive
• Farm Gates & 

Feeders
• Pet Supplies
• Animal Feed
• Electrical Supplies
• Plumbing Supplies
• Toys
• Housewares
• Clothing & Boots
• Propane
• Fishing licenses

www.fleetsupplymn.com

• Drain Augers
• Skid Steer
• Genie Lifts
• Concrete Saws
• Demo Hammers
AND MUCH MORE!

Call To Rent 
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INTERIORS
• Cabinets
• Counter Tops
• Floor Coverings
• Window Treatments

Call 320-864-6754
Visit BergmannInteriors.com

Bergmann Interiors recently completed a kitchen re-
model for us. The technicians that Bergmann Interi-
ors supplied for the project were highly skilled and
did excellent work. Bruce and Deb have decades of
experience and did a great job of helping us every
step of this project. Thank you, Bruce and Deb for
making this project a great experience with a fantas-
tic end result. 

Happy Customers ~ Neil & Lorraine M.

BERGMANN’S
CELEBRATING 43 YEARS OF SERVICE!

FAMILY HELPING FAMILIES

*Various restrictions, limitations and minimums may apply.

Anso Nylon
Carpet

Plushes, Saxonies
Berbers, Loop Cut

Hardwood, 
Laminate &  
Luxury Vinyl

Floors

$297
sq. ft.

Ceramic
Plank

*Starting at $2.57 per sq. ft.

Save
$.50 to $2 sq. ft.

Save
$2 to $4 sq. yd.

12 Months Same as Cash!*

CALL TODAY, DON’T DELAY!
SALE ENDS SOON

by The City of Arlington

To be in compliance with the Min-
nesota Pollution Control Agency
(MPCA) a city must limit the amount
of chlorides discharged by the City.
Chlorides are not something a city
can treat at the Waste Water Treat-
ment Plant (WWTP). Therefore, a city
must reduce chlorides at their
source. One of the main factors
that influence the amount of chlo-
rides in the wastewater coming to
the WWTP is in-home water soften-
ers.

What are Chlorides?
Chloride is one of two compo-

nents of sodium, also known as
table salt or rock salt. When salt dis-
solves in water, it separates into
sodium (Na+) ions and chloride
(CI-) ions.

Where does Chloride come
from?

Chloride is found in drinking water
and is a vital part of cellular struc-
ture. Small amounts of chloride
come from soaps, detergents, and
other cleaning products. Some also
come from industrial processes. A

significant amount of chloride, how-
ever, comes from self-regenerating
water softeners.

How is water softened?
Home water softeners have two

tanks: a mineral tank that contains
resin (-) in the form of small beads,
and a brine tank which holds the
sodium salt chloride (salt) solution.
As water flows through the mineral
tank, the hard minerals, magnesium
(Mg++) and calcium (Ca++) ions
are replaced with sodium (Na+)
ions. This process is called ion ex-
change. The water that flows out is
considered “soft” because sodium
ions do not build up on pipes as
lime or interfere with detergents and
soaps.

What is the Regeneration Cycle?
Eventually, the resin reaches its

limit as to how much calcium and
magnesium it can hold. At this
point, the resin is flushed with a
strong brine solution from the brine
tank. Because of its high salt con-
centration, the brine washes off the
calcium and magnesium and re-
places them with sodium. The min-

erals and brine wash go down the
drain and into the sewer system.
New salt must be added regularly
to the brine tank to replace the salt
that is used to regenerate the resin.
The regeneration cycle can be initi-
ated by a timer or by demand. A
timer regulated softener regener-
ates the resin after a fixed amount
of time regardless of how much
water is used. A demand initiated
regeneration (DIR) softener either
tracks the amount of water used or
utilizes a hardness sensor to indicate
the resin is near capacity and
needs to be regenerated. A DIR sof-
tener is the more efficient softener
in terms of salt and water usage.

What Can You Do? 
1. Check to see how your softener

is calibrated. Some softeners are
preset for the highest hardness set-
ting at the factory. Soften only water
used inside the home. Do not treat
the outside hose faucets. 

2. Check the timer. When was it
last adjusted? Many of us move into
a house or purchase a water sof-
tener and never check it again.

Children move out or other factors
come into play that affects the
amount of water we use. If your sof-
tener is regulated by a timer, you
may be able to increase the inter-
val between regeneration cycles
without affecting the water quality.
Increase the time by one day and
see if there is any effect on dish
washing and laundry during the
next month. Doing this will reduce
water and salt usage, and in turn re-
duce money spent on both. 

3. If your softener can be set to
demand initiated regeneration (DIR)
please make this adjustment as it is
the most efficient. 

4. If you are replacing your old
softener, replace it with a softener
that regenerates based on a meter
or a sensor. The benefits to you are
a substantial cost savings from your
salt and water usage reduction, with
the added benefit that you are
helping to protect our environment
and helping your City meet the
wastewater permit limits. 

Is your water softener hurting your city?



by Natalie Hoidal
Extension Educator,
University of Minnesota

Spring weather is finally here, and it’s
time to start planting seeds. Starting
seeds at home doesn’t need to be ex-
pensive, fancy or difficult.

Serious gardeners who want to start
large quantities of seeds will benefit
from certain investments like artificial
lights and heating pads. But for gar-
deners who are growing a small num-
ber of plants or just starting out,
materials you already have on hand
may suffice. 

When do I start my seeds?
We have a great guide to starting
seeds, with a table showing you when
to seed different vegetables.

In general, now is a great time to start
seeding your cool-season crops like
lettuce and Brassicas, and it’s best to
wait until early April to start seeding
warm-season crops like tomatoes and
peppers. 

What is the best type of soil to use?
A pre-mixed potting soil specifically de-

signed for seedlings is usually the best
option for starting seeds. Seeds need
to grow in soil that drains well to prevent
damping off. These mixes have an op-
timal blend of sand, silt, clay and other
materials such as peat, coconut coir
and vermiculite.

Pre-made mixes also have enough fer-
tilizer to support seedlings until you’re
ready to transplant them into the gar-
den. However, these mixes do not
have enough fertilizer to support plants
to maturity. So if you’re planting into a
container, make sure to use a separate
soil mix that is specially formulated for
containers.

What supplies do I really need? 
Person planting seedlings in a plastic
tray with individual cells filled with dirt.

Plastic trays are efficient and low cost
for starting seedlings

When I look at photos and videos of
seed starting setups and start to figure
out the price of setting up a similar sys-
tem, it can get overwhelming pretty
fast. The good news is that most of us
don’t need state-of-the-art systems for
starting seeds. There are five basic re-
quirements for starting seeds success-
fully indoors, and they can be

achieved with varying degrees of in-
vestment and sophistication. These re-
quirements are light, warmth,
containers, water and humidity. 

A source of light
All plants require light to grow. In the
short term, a very sunny window is suf-
ficient to start your seedlings. This can
work well if you plan to transplant your
seedlings within 3 to 4 weeks of germi-
nation. For most home gardeners,
starting seeds in a window works well,
and supplemental lighting is not re-
quired.

If you plan to start your seedlings more
than a month or so ahead of time, or
you lack a sunny, south-facing window,
grow lights may be necessary.

If your plants do not have enough light,
they can get “leggy.” This happens
when they stretch to reach towards a
light source and can result in thin stems
that are not strong enough to support
the plant. 

Check out our lighting for indoor plants
and seed starting page to learn more
about the pros and cons of different
types of supplemental lights. 

Spring is here! Let's start seeds!
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Continues on page 11

CMC Construction, Inc.
Masonry Contracting

412 East Baker Street, Arlington

Chad & Corey Carpenter Lic.#20216409

Mobile: 507-380-3200 or 507-380-3202

Block • Brick • Stone

• Additions
• Basements
• Chimneys
• Driveways
• Fireplaces
• Retaining 

Walls
• Sidewalks
• Paver Brick
• Skidsteer Work

Greg & Heidi Otto
(320) 485-3368

Cell (320) 510-0468

Combining
w/Stalk Chopping Heads

Baling (3x3x8)
Disk Ripping

Grain Swathing
Grain Hauling
Spring Tillage

Planting
Brillion Packer Rental

Otto Farms Operations, Inc.

20243 County Rd 9, Lester Prairie, MN 55354

Bags, Bunkers, Silos
ront & Rear Unload
Trucks Available
Packing Available

WITH AGITATION BOAT
MANURE DRAGLINEMANURE DRAGLINE
WITH AGITATION BOAT



Arlington
*Lensing Ins. Agency
507-964-5565

Buffalo Lake
*Buffalo Lake Ins. Agency
320-833-5371

Gaylord
*Community Ins. Agency
507-237-2710

*Grisham Ins. Agency
507-237-5264

Glencoe
*Kevin Post Agency
320-864-3943

*Trusted Insurance
320-864-5581

Hector
*Security Ins. Agency
320-848-2278

Hutchinson
*Fenrich Ins. Agency
320-234-7070

Jordan
*Jordan Agency
952-492-6050

Lafayette
*Community Ins. Agency
507-228-8201

LeCenter
*New Choice Ins. 
Services
507-357-2353

Litchfield
*Shnyder Ins. Solutions
320-693-9482

*Insurance Solutions
320-593-0591

New Ulm
*Hirth Ins. Agency
507-354-8828

*Denny Waloch Agency
507-233-7277

Renville
*A to Z Ins. Center
320-329-3313

Olivia
*F&M Ins. Agency Inc.
320-523-1694

Willmar
*M.G. Ins. Agency
320-235-9394

Page 10 •  www.ArlingtonMNnews.com Spring Guide 2021 The Sibley Shopper, April 4, 2021Farm & Home



A source of warmth
Most seedlings germinate best in warm
soil. For cool-season crops like lettuce,
broccoli, kale and pak choi, soil
around 50 degrees F is optimal. For
warm-season crops like peppers and
tomatoes, soil around 65 degrees F is
ideal.

When the soil is cool, your newly
sprouted seeds are more likely to ex-
perience damping off. Keeping your
soil warm allows for quick growth and
healthier plants. 

If you have a south-facing window and
an area near it that gets quite warm
during the day, this is likely sufficient for
your garden seeds.

For gardeners who lack a warm win-
dow, or for serious gardeners who want
to grow quite a few transplants, invest-
ing in a heating mat may be a good
idea.

Heating mats are electrically powered
and sit underneath your germination
trays to heat your soil from the bottom.
They can be a bit expensive upfront
($25 for a 10’’x20’’ mat, up to $150 for
a 20’’x60’’ mat), but they last for many
years.

Pots
Rows of tomato seedlings in small plas-
tic pots at a farmers market.
Individual plastic pots can be used
again provided they are cleaned be-
tween uses Next, you’ll need some-

thing to hold your potting soil. The op-
tions for pots are nearly endless. Some
of the most common options include: 

• Plastic trays: An efficient way to
start seedlings is to buy plastic trays with
numerous cells already molded into
the tray. These trays come with various
cell sizes, ranging from 128 cells per
tray (very small cells for herbs, things
you plan to transplant quickly, or things
that will eventually be transplanted to
larger pots) all the way to 50 cells per
tray. Trays range in quality; some are
disposable and use cheap, thin plas-
tic, and others are re-usable with stur-
dier plastic. They tend to be
space-efficient, allowing you to grow
many plants at once without having to
deal with so many pots.

• Plastic pots: Another plastic option is
to purchase individual pots (2x2 or 4x4
pots). These can be practical if you
only plan to grow a few things, or if you
plan to share plants with neighbors.
They can be re-used from year to year.
Seedlings planted in coconut coir
square pots in a tray. Seedlings in co-
conut coir pots

• Peat or coconut pots: Peat and
coconut coir pots have gained popu-
larity in recent years as an alternative
to plastic. These pots are biodegrad-
able and can be placed directly into
the soil when you are ready to trans-
plant. They work well for vegetables like
cucurbits (cucumbers and melons),
which are quite sensitive to root distur-

bances. Traditional biodegradable
pots were made of peat, but due to
sustainability concerns, there has been
a shift towards using coconut coir, a
byproduct of the coconut industry. 

• Newspaper or toilet paper roll pots:
If you’re in the DIY spirit, you can make
your own pots out of newspaper or toi-
let paper rolls. These pots may be
more likely to disintegrate over time as
you water your seedlings but can work
well for seeds you plan to transplant rel-
atively soon after seeding. Seedlings
planted in tubes made of rolled up
newspaper. You can make your own
pots out of newspaper or toilet paper
rolls

• Soil blocks: Finally, soil blocking is a
method that allows you to forgo pots
altogether. A blocking tool allows you
to mold moist soil into blocks; as your
plants grow, the roots fill out into the
block and hold it together. The up-front
cost of a blocking device can be a lit-
tle bit high (~$35), but you will not
need to buy pots again once you
have the tool. 

Any time you reuse a pot from year to
year, make sure to clean and sanitize
it first to prevent the spread of
pathogens. 

Water
One of the most common mistakes
that new gardeners make is overwater-
ing. No matter what method you use
to water your seedlings (from above
with a watering can, bottom watering

into a tray), make sure you’re feeling
your soil before you water.

It is important to maintain consistent
moisture, so don’t wait until the soil is
bone dry, but if it’s moist, wait until it’s
just barely damp before watering
again.

Signs that you’re overwatering might in-
clude crusty algal growth on the top of
your soil, yellow leaves, or rotting
seedlings. 

A way to maintain
humidity while seeds sprout
While plants need plenty of airflow after
they’ve fully germinated, there’s a short
period of time when they require
ample humidity to sprout.

You can achieve a mini-greenhouse
effect by placing a plastic lid on your
germination trays (you can often buy
pre-made germination kits that include
a lid). You can also take the DIY ap-
proach and use plastic wrap, a bowl,
or another item to create a dome over
your seeds.

For growers at a larger scale, there is a
range of options for germination
chambers from old refrigerators to cov-
ers that you can put around shelving
units to hold in humidity. 

Once your seedlings have successfully
germinated, you can move them out
of this super humid environment. 

Spring is here! Let's start seeds! (continued from page 9)
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Gavin, Janssen , Stabenow & Moldan, Ltd
Glencoe’s Local Attorneys
• Accidents & Death Cases • Divorce
• Real Estate • Estate Planning
• Child Custody • Child Support 
• Probate • Trials • Bankruptcy• DWI 
• Corporate & Business
• Personal Injury • Litigation
• Criminal Matters • Bill Collections
• Municipal & Utility Law

www.goslawfirm.com

320-864-5142 1017 Hennepin Ave. N
Glencoe, MN 55336

Lawyers:
Michael M. Gavin

Kenneth G. Janssen
Benjamin Stabenow

Lori L. Moldan

Arlington 
Enterprise

follow us on Facebook 
for your area news
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