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MMaaddsseenn  OOiill  CCoo..
Kevin P. Madsen, Owner

Products for

FARM, HOME & INDUSTRY

Chevron Oil
We offer a full line of Chevron Bulk oil.  

Bulk oil delivered direct to your farm or business.

See us for all your fuel needs
• Ethanol Gasolines • Bio Diesel Fuel

• Home Heating Oil • Motor and Lubricating Oils

Highway 5 • Gaylord • 507-237-2726 • 1-800-637-2285

Experience
and Quality 

You Can Trust!
License #BC634511

* New Construction
* Remodeling

* Decks * Windows
* Siding & More

WE DO MORE THAN TIRES!
• Full-Service Auto Repair • Exhaust/Mufflers
• Oil Changes • Free Estimates
• A/C Service • On-Farm Tire Repair
• Brake Service • Laser Alignments

(Auto-Pickup-Truck-Trailer)                    (Auto-Pickup-Truck)

SAM’S TIRE SERVICE
719 Chandler • Glencoe

(320) 864-3615
Visit our website at www.samstire.net

DOT INSPECTION

Pre-Season Special

PER 
VEHICLE

$50
Sam’s 
offers 

the best 
selection
of truck

and farm
tires in 

the area!

ARA Content

Every garden is filled with them:
millions of unseen weeds. They
are dormant seeds that lurk just

below the soil surface, ready to spring to
life with just the
briefest exposure to
light. 

Weeds can choke a
garden, robbing it of
space, nutrients and
water. Allowing
weeds to mature
compounds the prob-
lem, as they are natu-
rally prolific seed
producers. They
grow aggressively
and can be tough to
get rid of, because
pulling weeds brings
more weed seeds to
the surface.

The good news is
that seeds can also be key to winning the
war on garden weeds.

To break the weeding cycle, the experts
at Preen suggest a strategic approach that
stops weeds before they start, by prevent-
ing their seeds from germinating in the
first place. 

“If weeds don’t grow, you don’t have to
pull them,” says Preen’s Maryanne Bay-
oumy. “For gardeners, a simple annual
weed prevention routine can free up a lot
of time.”

Start with a clean slate
Early spring is the ideal time to launch

a weed prevention program, Bayoumy
says. “But it’s never too late, or too early,

to start. Different types of weeds germi-
nate at different times throughout the
growing season: spring, summer and
fall.”

First, remove existing weeds to start
with a clean slate. The old garden
proverb that “one year’s seeds yield
seven years’ weeds” is based on the abil-
ity of many mature weeds to produce
tens of thousands of seeds - per plant,
per season. There are weed killers, but
even dead weeds need to be removed if

you do not want unsightly brown patches
in the garden. So you may find it cheaper
and easier to simply remove existing
weeds by hand.

Mulch is the first line of defense
Weed seeds begin to grow when ex-

posed to light. Even a miniscule flash of
sunlight is enough to activate them. A 3-
inch layer of mulch helps block light and
retain moisture, keeps soil and plant roots
cooler, adds organic matter and a nice tidy
look to the garden. Popular mulches in-
clude shredded wood bark, cocoa hulls
and pine straw. 

Stop weeds before they start
Mulch deals with weed seeds in the

soil, but the mulch itself may contain
seeds, plus new seeds are continually car-
ried into mulch and garden soil by wind,
birds or animals. For a “one-two punch”
against sprouting seeds in the top layer of
soil and mulch, apply weed preventer on
top of mulch. Once watered in to activate,
it bonds to soil particles and is effective
for three to four months, before biode-
grading. It does not wash away or leach
into groundwater.

The campaign continues
As different weeds’ seeds germinate

throughout the grow-
ing season, it is good
to refresh mulch and
weed preventer as
needed in mid-sum-
mer or early fall to
keep the prevention
barrier at full force. 

Next spring, restart
your weed preven-
tion routine. Follow-
ing an annual anti-
weed routine can re-
sult in considerably
fewer weeds over
time. And time is
what it is all about:
no weeds, no time
wasted weeding!

To rid your garden of weeds, focus on seeds

Following a weed prevention routine results in a weed-free
garden that is more attractive and easier to maintain.

Spring is a perfect time to begin a pre-emergent weed preven-
tion routine, but it is never too late to begin because different
types of weeds germinate at different times.
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507-964-2809 – Wade
After Hours: 507-217-9070

Farm 
Implement
Tires For:

• Hay racks
• Silage boxes
• Gravity boxes
• Trailers, etc.

Fertilizer & Weed Control Program
$35.00 per application

Plus, save up to an additional

15% off
Call Now Get started on a beautiful lawn TODAY!

Larry Friederichs • Gaylord, MN • 507-237-2696
www.ProLandscapeMaintenance.com

10 years of
Satisfied

Customers!

Starting at

New Construction • Remodeling • Additions
Windows/Doors • Siding • Roofing

Tim Rohwer, Owner
(507) 964-5744 • Cell: (507) 202-5393

twroar@frontiernet.net

CONSTRUCTION, LLC
Builder/Renovator

MN Lic. 20134416

Mike’s Drywall
507-351-7261 Henderson

• Hanging • Taping • Spraying •
• Interior Painting •

• New/Old Construction •
• Basements • Garages •

• FREE ESTIMATES •
• Senior Discount •

• NO JOB TOO SMALL, WE DO IT ALL •

Call,Text or E-mail!
m11@frontiernet.net

Roll-Off Service

Gaylord Sanitation
Residential-Commercial

Commercial & Construction 
Containers

10 to 45 Cubic Yard Capacity
Commercial Building Demolition

–  R O C K H A U L I N G  –
We haul gravel, sand, dirt, red rock, rock & landscaping rock.

We also do Bobcat excavating, dozer work, backhoe excavating, 
and are currently able to back haul for reduced prices.

Darrel Frauendienst Jr. 
507-237-2274 • 888-613-2274  • 507-237-5672 • Cell 507-381-2035

23707 461 Ave., Gaylord

SPRING Paint Value
Interior Paint Special

$300 OFFper gallon
Benjamin Moore Wall Satin, Aquavelvet, Aquaglo, Aquapearl,  & Matte finish

GREAT ESCAPE TANNING BOUTIQUE
219 4th St. N. • Gaylord

219 4th St. N., Gaylord
(507) 237-5339

Hours: Tues.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat. 9 a.m.-Noon

• 10% Off ALL Tanning Lotions
• 30% Off Hemps Moisturizing Lotion
• New Professional Sunless Spray Tan  

Service  – call for more info.

CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS
507-237-5339

Mon: 4:30-7:30 p.m.; 
Tu, W, Th: 9 a.m.-7:30 p.m.;
Fri: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat: 9 a.m.-Noon

Ag Specialists Can Handle
All Your Ag Production Needs

Ag Specialists
320-238-2188

Plato

Big Gain Feed
Rolling, Mixing, Feed Delivery
TMR Balancing & Formulating

Full-Service Grain Facility
Direct Ship Grain

Dekalb Seed/Asgrow Seed
Direct Seeding Alfalfa

Custom Application & Spraying 
Liquid Fertilizer & Chemical Needs

Training, Boarding & Lessons
Over 20 years experience with horses.

• ENGLISH
• WESTERN

• GAMING
• GROUNDWORK

• RETRAINING
• 4-H

It’s about the Horse & You!

19492 411th Ave., Arlington
507-964-2918
www.hideawaystables.com

HideAway Stables
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Grass is an extraordinary plant,
the unsung hero of backyards
everywhere. With proper care

and feeding, grass can help clean the
air, cool the ground, reduce erosion and
provide one of the softest outdoor play
surfaces. With all of these amazing ben-
efits, it pays to start the spring season
off right by giving grass a boost.

The drought and heat of last summer,
combined with uncharacteristic winter
temperatures in many regions, may have
taken a toll on the lawn, but getting it
back on the road to recovery is easy.
Moderate temperatures and increased
precipitation in spring are perfect for re-
pairing, seeding and feeding grass.
Well-nourished grass withstands harsh
conditions better, and provides a lush,
durable place to play while squeezing
out unwanted weeds by blocking access
to sunlight. Follow these tips to take
your grass from tired to terrific.

Seed
Fill in bare or thin spots with grass

seed to encourage a thick lawn, helping
prevent weeds from invading your lawn
by blocking access to sunlight. Use a
high-quality seed appropriate for your re-
gion, to fill in thin spots and thicken the
lawn. To repair larger areas, use a grass
seed with a coating.

Feed
Grass needs nutrients to grow strong,

deep roots that can endure harsh condi-
tions and grow in thick to help block ac-

cess to sunlight for weeds. If the lawn
does not need reseeding, use a high-quali-
ty lawn food. This lawn food can be used
in any season on any grass type, and de-
livers balanced nutrients for strong, thick
grass. Use a starter fertilizer when plant-

ing new grass to promote root growth and
seedling development.

When seeding or feeding, use a spread-
er for larger areas to direct lawn food only

where desired – on the lawn and off hard
surfaces – and out of storm sewers. This
spreader combines the accuracy of a drop
spreader with the speed of a rotary spread-
er.

Mow
Set your mower at the highest setting

and leave grass clippings on the lawn.
Mow frequently to avoid removing more

than one third of the grass height, and
do so when grass is dry to avoid damp
clumps that could smother grass. Leav-
ing clippings on the lawn recycles nutri-
ents stored in the clippings keeping the
soil cooler, encouraging deeper root
growth and enriching the soil with or-
ganic material.

Keep these simple mowing tips in
mind every time you head out to trim
the grass: Mow your grass at the highest
setting, keep grass clippings on the lawn
and water only when needed.

Water
Grass that is fed and kept at a taller

height develops deep roots which are
better able to conserve water and with-
stand periods of heat and drought. Rely
on rainfall as the primary source of
water. During periods of drought, the
lawn can go without water for an ex-
tended time. Even though the lawn may
look brown and wilted, it will recuper-
ate after the rain returns. If you do

choose to irrigate the lawn, water less fre-
quently for a longer period of time rather
than short frequent waterings.

These tips for a great lawn will provide
a foundation for a fun-filled summer in
your own backyard.

Give grass a fresh start this spring

CONGRATULATIONS 
ON YOUR BOUNTIFUL HARVEST.

You have worked hard, 
and now could be the right
time to keep your crop
working for you, even after
the harvest, by investing
the proceeds into your
retirement. 

Edward Jones can help you
create and implement a 
saving and investing strategy
designed to help you achieve
your financial goals. 

Call today to schedule 
a complimentary 
portfolio and retirement
planning review.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Kirk A Miller
Financial Advisor
.

1215 Greeley Avenue
Glencoe, MN 55336
320-864-4397

Custom Baling
Big Square 3’x3’
Round 4’x5’
& Bale
Wrapping

JD’s
Custom Baling

cell 507-317-5522
call for appointment

leave message

From a small 
shop to a large 
machine shed, 
we can custom 

build to your 
exact needs!

QUALITY AND EXPERIENCE THAT YOU CAN TRUST
Kruger ~ LG

MPS ~ Mycogen ~ Stine

Corn ~ Soybeans ~ Oats ~ Wheat ~ Barley 

Alfalfa ~ Forage/Pasture Mixes ~ Lawn Seed

Thalmann Seeds Inc.
Plato, MN

(320) 238-2185
Grow With Us!

CONKLIN® AGROVANTAGE® PRODUCTS
Fertilizer for High Yields

“Systems approach moving growers out of the yield rut!”
• Liquid fertilizers for in 

row and foliar feeding
• Rainfast surfactants
• Drift control
• Nitrogen slow release 

additives
• Grain bin and silage bag

repair products
• Manure pit treatments
• Chelated liquid 

micronutrients stop 
yellow flash from 
Roundup

• Seed treatments
• Forage preservatives

• Natural animal products
• Long distance lubricants 

and fuel additives
• Plus many more 

products for farmers 
that lower inputs and 
increase yields!

NEEDED NOW: Conklin Ag
Centers, Retail Stores,
Sales Reps and Field 

Managers. Buy wholesale
direct from farmer-owned

40-year-old 
company based in MN 

For more information call:
KEN FRANKE’S

CONKLIN SERVICE
320-238-2370

www.frankemarketing.com
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Lawn Fertilizer & Weed Control
Free Estimates--Reasonable Rates
• Lawn Care for Home/Business

• Crabgrass, Dandelion, Weed Control

• Phosphate-Free Lawn Fertilizing

• Tree/Shrub Feeding & Spraying

10% OFF 
ANY
LAWN 

PROGRAM
(NEW CUSTOMERS)

Quality Service
Since 1973

CONSTRUCTION, LLC

(507) 964-5205

(507) 964-5847

Arlington
ID# 20105777

Travis Tuchtenhagen • Howard Tuchtenhagen

• New Homes

• Siding

• Roofing

• Remodeling

• Additions

Don’t Know Where

Your Property Lines Are?

Buying or Selling Real Estate?

THEN YOU NEED THE HELP
OF A LAND SURVEYOR

SIBLEY SURVEYORS, INC.
Registered Land Surveyors

Avery Grochow - Gaylord, MN

(507) 237-5212

PICKUP & SEMI DOT INSPECTION
• ENGINE WORK • CLUTCH • BRAKES
• DIFFERENTIAL • TRANSMISSIONS

Credit cards accepted.

KJ Trucking & Repair
off Hwy 25, Belle Plaine

612-282-6844
kjtruckingandrepair@frontiernet.net

Alsleben Livestock Trucking
Adam and Wanda Alsleben, owners — Over 28 years experience

• Easy-loading livestock trailer — No loading chute •
• Runs made daily to Haas Livestock & O & S Cattle • 
Contract prices available on cattle of 20 head or more

“I have buyers for steers and cows.” Guaranteed price on farm with no commissions!

Phone 320-864-4509 Cell 320-510-1392

• Complete Lawn Care
• Landscape Design &

Installation
• Landscape Supplies

• Excavating
• Tree Service

• Complete Garden
Center

We also have a bait &
tackle shop so you 
can relax after the 

work is done!

Neubarth Lawn Care & Landscaping
10627 Hwy. 22, Glencoe • 320-864-3296

Gift Certificates

Available

RELAX, let us do the workRELAX, let us do the work

MidCountry Bank
AG SERVICES

• Operating, Equipment,
Real Estate, Livestock 
Loans

• Checking & Savings
• Crop, Property & Life 

Insurance
• Estate Planning

905 Hwy. 15 S, 

Hutchinson

320.234.4553

1002 Greeley Ave., 

Glencoe

320.864.5541

122 E. 2nd, 

Winthrop

507.647.5356

Ag Services

Call any of our locations and let our 
licensed agents assist you with 

your ag credit and insurance needs.



By Karin Ramige
McLeod Publishing, Inc.

Just a couple of years ago, Chris
Schroeder was new to gardening,
now she is the inventor of a new

gardening product, the Rot-Not™. 
After she, and husband Dan, moved

from a house with a small lot in Shakopee
to a 20-acre hobby farm just outside of
Green Isle, the couple started their first 12
foot by 12 foot garden.

At the end of the growing season they
found that the melons and squash were
rotten. “I didn’t know I had to turn them,”
Chris said.

She asked fellow gardeners at a local
farmers market how to remedy the prob-
lem. The common answer was to set the
melons and squash on cinder blocks. 

After carrying one or two cinder blocks
to the garden, she knew there must be a
better solution.

She then cut up laundry detergent bot-
tles to help prop the produce off of the
ground.  “That just wasn’t sturdy enough,”
she added.

This began an in depth search online for
a product for this particular problem and
found nothing.

With good old paper and pencil, Chris
drew out what she needed. An 8.5-inch-by
4.5-inch durable plastic apparatus to help
keep the produce off the ground.

Not sure where to go from her note-
book, Schroeder saw an ad on TV for In-
ventHelp™.

With financial help from her mom,
Kathy Hisle, she contacted InventHelp™
and started the process.

InventHelp™ did the patent search to
ensure there wasn’t another product like it
out there, registered the name, and helped
with a lot of the legal aspects involved.

In 2009, Chris was invited to INPEX in
Las Vegas, one of the largest invention

trade shows sponsored by InventHelp™.
At the show, Chris was approached by a

Chinese company that offered to produce
the mold and product for a reasonable
price.

It was important to Chris that the prod-
uct be produced in the United States and
be free of plastic with toxins and other
foreign materials.

She then met with a company in North
Minneapolis that wanted $35,000 to make
the mold. 

The search continued until she met with
Brian Jilek of Suburban Mold & Machine,
Inc. in Glencoe.

Together Schroeder and Jilek worked to
make the mold locally in a price range
that was reasonable.

Schroeder then found Taurus Engineer-
ing and Manufacturing, Inc. in Faribault
to produce the product.

These partnerships not only accom-
plished the goal of having the products
produced in the United States, but all
within 60 miles of Green Isle.

Rot-Not’s™ are made of 100 percent
recycled plastic and can be reused from
year to year.

As melons, squash, pumpkins and
gourds start forming, place them on the
Rot-Not™ while the stems are long
enough and flexible.

As the product started coming off the
production line, last summer, Schroeder
was able to secure a booth at the Sibley
County Fair to promote the Rot-Not™.
She hopes to be there again this year. She
was also invited to the McLeod County
Master Gardeners Horticulture Education
day, on March 31, at the McLeod County
Fairgrounds.

What else is next for Rot-Not? Schroed-

From rotten melons, to new gardening product
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B & R Plumbing & Heating
507-647-5362

Let Us Help You Earn Up to
$500 in Tax Credits

Call for estimate GeoThermal Installer
Subject to IRS Guidelines. Please consult a tax professional for advice

on Tax Preparation.

American Standard is redefining smart energy
use with the Heritage HybridTM Comfort System.
When winter’s at its worst, it warms your home
with the cozy heat of a high-efficiency natural
gas furnace. In cooler weather, an ultra-efficient
two-stage heat pump gives slow, steady warmth.
Then, when the weather warms up, the system
operates as an energy-efficient air conditioner.
It’s built to keep you comfortable and save you
money. And since it’s built by American 
Standard, you know it’s built to last. Contact
your local independent American Standard 
dealer for more. And less.

*CUSTOM APPLICATION*
Spraying
Anhydrous Ammonia
Fertilizer
Variable Rate Technology (VRT)

*CLOTHING*
Arctic Cat & Castle
Fox & Oakley
Shift & Drift
Work Boots & Carhartt

*SALES*
Massey Ferguson & Gehl
ExMark & Cub Cadet
Suzuki & Arctic Cat
Stihl & Toro

*PRODUCTS*
Fertilizer
Anhydrous Ammonia
Liquid Starters

*SEED CROPLAN*
NK & Dekalb
Mycogen & Dahlmans
Stine & Asgrows
Kussmaul

*SOIL SAMPLING*
Conventional
Grid

*PARTS/SERVICE*
Full Parts Dept.
Full Service Dept.

Waconia & Hamburg
Agronomy Divisions

www.waconiafarm.com

Waconia Division
952-442-7312

Ask for Kent

Hamburg Division
952-467-3111

Ask for Don

*Input Financing Now Available* 
Call 952-442-7312 for more details
*Propane & Fuel Services Available*

Following a weed prevention routine results in a weed-free garden that is more at-
tractive and easier to maintain.

Rot-Not™
continued on page 9
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First Minnesota Bank is Proud 
to Work with Local Farmers

Contact 
RON MOLSTAD

VP Ag 
Lending

864-3161
606 E 11th St

Glencoe

FSA CERTIFIED LENDER, RFA APPROVED LENDER, FARMER MAC APPROVED LENDER

TERMS: Revolving Credit, Line of Credit, 
Intermediate Term, Long Term

LOANS: Crop Inputs, Livestock, Equipment, 
Improvements, Real Estate

INSURANCE: Crop Insurance, 
Life Insurance

Schmitz Custom Bagging
Scott @ 612-710-4861 

IF YOU CAN
Harvest it, Store it, Feed it or Sell it

I CAN BAG IT

• 8’, 9’, 10’ & 12’ AG BAG MACHINES FOR 
YOUR HAYLAGE AND CORN SILAGE NEEDS.

• 6 CORN PROCESSORS FOR YOUR HIGH-
MOISTURE CORN NEEDS.

“One tractor runs the mill and bagger at the same time.”

2 loftness grain baggers and unloaders.

If You Want To 
$ave Money, Start By

$aving Energy!
Build your new house or shop with SIPs (Structural Insulated Panels)

and $ave OVER 40% on heating and cooling.

Grant Bening ~ Owner, Licensed Contractor #20636202
“Doing Agricultural and 

Residential Construction since 1996”

Mark your calendar for
“Breakfast on the Farm” 

at the Daryl and Paula 
Petzel Farm on June 15
and see one of our SIP

Shops first-hand.

Build a SIP Home on a 
High Island Creek 

Development lot in Arlington
and start $aving today!

NEW!
We can now roll premium 

24 or 26 gauge steel for your
standing seam project on sight.

No Exposed Fasteners 
& you will never have to

roof again!

“Build Green, 
Save Green”

WATCH US SPRING INTO BLOOM

APRIL HOURS:
Monday-Friday 
9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.;
Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Over 3000 perennials NOW HERE!

NOW IN
Burpee & 

Bulk Seeds

Seed 
Potatoes
& Onion

Sets
Coming Soon

Bare Root Fruit
Trees, Strawberries

& More
Order NOW!

COOL
WEATHER

PLANTS

NEW Solar Garden 
Stakes, Glow-in-
the-Dark Globes, 

Homemade 
Garden Art, etc.

Celebrat ing Our 27 th Spr ing!

GardenCenter andGreenHouse Open

Hwy. 5 SW, Arlington • 507-964-5990
Now accepting Sibley County Partnering in Prevention Certificates!
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75572 AG

Contact Chad Schmalz • 320-296-5422
54362 805th Ave.,

Buffalo Lake, MN 55314
Call today

for a FREE DVD!

er would like to see the product go world-
wide. 

“‘Belly rot’ isn’t a problem that is spe-
cific to Minnesota, its an international
problem,” Schroeder commented.

She has applied to the ABC television
program Shark Tank, and started the ven-
dor registration process with large retail-
ers such as Target.

Rot-Nots™ are currently available at
the following locations: This Old House,
Arlington; Cenex, Green Isle; Bloomers,
Gaylord; Home Solutions, Norwood;
Mustard Seed, Chaska; Runnings,
Hutchinson; Tonkadale, Minnetonka;
Prairie Farm Supply, Belle Plaine; Coun-
try Store, Belle Plaine; and online at
www.rotnot.net.

Schroeder is also currently working
with retailers in North Dakota, Idaho,

Massachusetts, and Texas.
Today, while the Schroeders are not

working full time for the Minnesota De-
partment of Transportation or promoting
Rot-Not™, they are getting ready to plant
their 60 foot by 180 foot garden. 

One thing they can be sure of, their
melons, pumpkins and squash will not
have belly rot.

Rot-Not™
continued from page 7

Visit the Rot-Not™ website at www.rotnot.net for more information and to see
the product in use.
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Full Throttle Services
• Your one-stop-shop for 

dependable, fast, friendly service.
• Auto, truck & farm repairs.
• We do on-the-farm service calls.
• Complete computer diagnostics.
• Oil changes, auto & light truck tires.

135C Pine St S,
Lester Prairie, MN 55354

(320) 395-2831
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.,

Saturday, on call

Located across
from Poly Foam

INDUSTRY LEADING FEATURES. Enjoy the smooth ride and comfort with the new optional suspended cab feature and the 
fingertip control with the New MultiControl Armrest console. The new generation of Magnum tractors will keep you 
comfortable, moving and more efficient. Who could ask for more? You did and we delivered! Stop in and see us today.

FINANCING FOR 36 MONTHS ON 
CASE IH MAGNUM™ SERIES TRACTORS

EFFICIENCY WITHOUT 
SACRIFICES.

2.5%
Kimball

320-398-3800
Willmar

320-235-4898
Glencoe

320-864-5531

St. Martin
320-548-3285

No. Mankato
507-387-5515

Alden
507-874-3400

Local LAWN
Enforcement

Arlington, MN
Licensed & Insured

- FERTILIZING & WEED CONTROL

- LAWN MOWING - DETHATCHING

- GARDEN TILLING - LANDSCAPING

Adam & David Hansen
507-327-0917

MENTION THIS AD & RECEIVE 10% OFF OUR 
FERTILIZING & WEED CONTROL PROGRAM!

www.LocalLawnEnforcement.com

More than 1 million people re-
siding in more than 400,000
households in Minnesota rely

on private wells as their source of drinking
water. 

While wells can provide high quality
drinking water, state health officials ob-
serve that most wells are rarely tested on a
regular basis for things that can make con-
sumers of the well water sick, such as bac-
teria, arsenic or nitrate. 

The Minnesota Department of Health
(MDH) estimates that at any given time,
as many as 25 percent of private wells in
Minnesota have detectable levels of total
coliform bacteria, an indication that sur-
face contamination has entered the well or
water system. National Groundwater
Awareness Week was established more
than two decades ago to bring attention to
the important role that groundwater plays
in the health and well-being of people. 

Properly maintaining wells that tap into
groundwater is critical for protecting per-
sonal health and the health of the resource.
This year’s observance, was a good time
for well owners to put “Test Well” on their
“to-do” list, say state well management
specialists. 

MDH recommends that private wells be
tested once a year for total coliform bacte-
ria, an indicator of bacterial contamina-
tion. Testing for nitrate is recommended
every two to three years – more often if ni-
trate has been detected previously in the

well or if an infant under the age of 6
months will be consuming the water. 

In addition, MDH recommends that
every well be tested for arsenic at least
once. Testing your well is up to you. Get-
ting your well tested is a relatively simple
process. Your local county health depart-
ment may provide or arrange for testing
services. 

Commercial (or private) laboratories
providing water testing services are usual-
ly listed in the Yellow Pages under “Labo-
ratories – Testing.” You should check to
make sure the laboratory is certified to
perform tests that you want. The laborato-
ry will provide directions for collecting
and submitting water samples for testing. 

The costs for analysis are usually in the
range of $20 to $40 per test, depending on
what is tested. More information on well
testing can be found at: http://www.health.
state.mn.us/divs/eh/wells/waterquality/test
.html. 

People with questions about well water
contaminants – or other well related issues
– can obtain advice from MDH, their local
health department, or local MDH-licensed
well contractors. Well specialists are avail-
able to answer questions at MDH district
offices in Bemidji (218-308-2100), Duluth
(218-723-4642), Fergus Falls (218-332-
5150), Marshall (507-537-7151),
Rochester (507-206-2700), St. Cloud
(320-223-7300), and the Twin Cities (651-
201-4600).

Private well owners urged to
have their water tested

TM

PREVENTS BELLY ROT ON 
FRUITS & VEGETABLES!   
• Stackable • Light weight

• Retail & wholesale prices 
available • Reusable 

Made in the USA

PURCHASE THIS PRODUCT AT: This Old House, Arlington; Cenex, Green Isle; 
Bloomers, Gaylord; Home Solutions, Norwood; Mustard Seed, Chaska; Runnings, Hutchinson; 

Tonkadale, Minnetonka; Country Store, and Prairie Farm Supply, Belle Plaine

Chris Schroeder owner, Green Isle
651-325-1096

www.rotnot.net • eurydibur@aol.com
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WANTED 
TO BUY:
OATS
320-238-2188

Ag Specialists
Plato

YES, WE
TRADE!

• Cars • SUVs • Cycles
• Pickups • ATVs • Boats
• Vans • Trailers • Guns

Dale’s Auto Sales
20641 Hwy 7 W., Hutchinson

320-587-2663
(1 mile west of Super America)
Open 9am-8pm, Sat. 9am-5pm
www.DalesAutoSalesMN.com

PELLETCOAL
Wood’s Edge Alternative Heating, LLC

WoodMaster, Heat Master SS Wood Boilers, Bixby, LDJ A-Maize-Ing Heat,
WoodMaster Plus, St. Croix & Cumberland Pellet/Bio-Mass/Corn Stoves.

In-floor heat supplies & installation. Corn and wood pellets available!

www.woodsedge.us   320-864-6435
HUGE WoodMaster incentives available now! Don’t delay!

Financing

Available

Karl Foord,
UMN Extension educator

Ioften see recommendations to use
the pesticide with the least impact
when controlling pests. However,

prior to spraying every effort should be
made to avoid pest outbreaks by using the
best management practices for a particular
crop. For example, most fungi need a peri-
od of wetness for their spores to germi-
nate. Managing systems to permit maxi-
mum airflow reduces drying time on
leaves and reduces the opportunities for
fungal spores to germinate.

For the purposes of this article let us as-
sume that all best efforts were made and a
spray as the last resort was required. How
would you go about choosing the one with
the least impact?

The first question might be impact on
whom, with the second being how one
would measure such impact.

At a University of California Davis
website a series of pesticides is listed.
Each pesticide is rated according to its im-
pact on aquatic live, beneficial insects,
honeybees, and humans. The human im-
pact is separated into acute and long term
impacts. Acute being what can happen to
you today, and long term being what can
happen over a number of years due to con-
tinued exposure at lower dosage rates.

Each chemical is given a potential haz-
ard rating based on a series of other docu-
ments and warnings on the chemical’s

label. These are complicated but can be
accessed at the website previously men-
tioned.

The ratings range from no risk, no
known risk, and very low risk to very high
risk or no data available. For those pesti-
cides labeled for strawberry, the impact in-
formation has been consolidated into a
table where the materials have been
ranked from lowest risk to those of highest
risk (table 1).

For example if you encountered slugs
(mollusks) in your strawberries, the less
impactful of the two active ingredients
would be iron phosphate and not metalde-
hyde. So looking for a product with this as
the active ingredient would be the first
choice.

If you encountered tarnished plant bug
in your strawberries, you would want to
choose an insecticidal soap as a first
choice over malathion. If you were forced
to go to malathion, you would realize that
you would want to avoid any situation
where the spray could get into surface
water. You would also want to be particu-
larly sensitive beneficial insects and hon-
eybee pollinators and not spray when they
are active, most likely after dark.

This table should permit you to select
the least impactful chemical, and to apply
it in a manner producing the least impact
through an understanding what organisms
were at risk from the application.

Guest column:
Understanding the impact of pesticides
and choose those with the least impact

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack
recently discussed how the Af-
fordable Care Act is building a

stronger health system in rural communi-
ties and providing better care for farm
families and the agricultural community. 

“No one should have to go without
health care because of where they live,
and for too long, rural Americans have
been getting the short end of the health
care stick,” said Vilsack. 

“The Affordable Care Act is helping
millions of young people access health
care, strengthening Medicare, and training
thousands of new doctors to serve rural
areas to give middle-class families the
health security they deserve.” 

Two years ago, President Obama signed
the act into law and the law is giving
Americans more freedom in their health
care choices, lowering costs, and improv-
ing the quality of care, he said. 

Thanks to the Affordable Care Act: 
• 2.5 million more young adults have

health insurance on their parent’s plan.
• 3.6 million seniors with Medicare in

2011 alone saved an average of $600 on
the cost of their prescription drugs. And
everyone on Medicare can get preventive
services like mammograms for free.

• Insurance companies must spend at
least 80 percent of your premium dollars
on health care and quality improvements
and not overhead, and cannot raise your
premiums by 10 percent or more with no
accountability.

• It is illegal for insurance companies to
deny coverage to children because of a
pre-existing condition. And in 2014, dis-
criminating against anyone with a pre-ex-
isting condition will be illegal. 

As chair of the White House Rural
Council, Vilsack is working to ensure that
rural Americans are aware of the many
ways the new health care law helps them.
Specifically, rural families will see im-
proved access to care, new options for
those with pre-existing conditions, cover-
age for young adults so they can take local
jobs and contribute to their rural
economies, and reduced insurance barriers
to emergency services. 

Here are a few components of how the
law is helping rural families: 

• Encourages thousands of new primary
care doctors and nurses to practice in rural
communities and increases payments to
rural health providers.

• Removes insurance barriers to emer-
gency services. Rural citizens can seek
care from a hospital outside their health
plan's network when there is no time to
travel to a hospital that is farther away.

• Gives options for those with pre-exist-
ing conditions and forbids insurers from
using an unintentional error in your appli-
cation to cancel your coverage when you
get sick.

• Gives seniors freedom to get the care
they need, including free preventive care,

lower cost prescription drugs, and
Medicare they can count on.

• Gives farm families the flexibility to
keep children on their parent’s health in-
surance until they are 26. Having health
insurance allows young people to remain
locally and contribute to their rural
economies. 

This has more about how the Affordable
Care Act helps Rural America. In 2012, as
part of a series of recommendations from
the White House Rural Council, the De-
partment of Health and Human Services
and the Department of Labor signed a
memorandum of understanding to connect
community colleges and technical colleges
that support rural communities with the
materials and resources they need to sup-
port the training of health information
technology (HIT) professionals that work
in rural hospitals and clinics. 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics estimates
that the needed HIT workforce will in-
crease by 20 percent by 2016. Also due to
efforts by the White House Rural Council,
a memorandum of understanding (MOU)
was signed between USDA Rural Devel-
opment and Health and Human Services
(HHS) to improve collaboration and
strengthen the healthcare infrastructure in
rural communities. 

This MOU will connect rural hospitals
and clinicians to existing capital loan pro-
grams that enable them to purchase soft-
ware and hardware to implement HIT. 

Over the last three years, USDA has
worked within existing programs to invest
in rural healthcare, providing funding to
improve nearly 600 rural health facilities
serving more than 11 million Americans. 

Programs have funded equipment – like
CT scans, MRIs, ultrasound and lab
equipment. Since 1974, more than 40 per-
cent of USDA Rural Development’s Com-
munity Facilities Programs’ portfolio has
been invested in rural health care facilities. 

Over three years, USDA has also award-
ed grants and loans to help rural health fa-
cilities serving 730 counties expand op-
portunities – though telemedicine – to pro-
vide advanced diagnosis for patients or to
consult with colleagues at other hospitals. 

The Affordable Care Act is giving rural
Americans more freedom in their health
care choices, lowering costs, and improv-
ing the quality of care. Learn more about
the new law and how to take advantage of
these benefits by visiting www.health
care.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider
and employer. To file a complaint of dis-
crimination, write: USDA, Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Of-
fice of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave. SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410
or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Cus-
tomer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay
voice users). 

Benefits of Affordable Care
Act to rural Americans
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We’re ready to roll,
when you’re ready to go!

We have the equipment and trained
personnel to handle all your
application needs through fall!

Count on us to be prompt,
efficient and accurate with all
applications.

Let us help you make a profit!
It’s our goal to help you maximize your yields - and profits

- on all your acres!

Crop Production
Services
507-647-5329

Mark Beckendorf Manager/Seed Sales
Marlyn Bacon, Crop Consultant

Tara Cruz, Administrative Assistant

CMC Construction, Inc.
Masonry Contracting

116 E. Clinton, Arlington

Chad & Corey Carpenter Lic.#20216409

Office: 507-964-5250
Mobile: 507-380-3200 or 507-380-3202

Block • Brick • Stone
• Additions
• Basements
• Chimneys
• Driveways
• Fireplaces
• Retaining 

Walls
• Sidewalks
• Paver Brick
• Skidsteer Work

Don’t have time in your Busy Work Day
to deal with your cellular needs?

Contact Lindsey Bruns, Business Account
Representative, to come to YOU!

Lindsey will come to your place of business 
to help you choose the phone, plan or 

features to fit your needs. She can also help
with with upgrades and accessories.

Call to make an appointment today!

18 4th St., Gaylord, MN 55334
507–237–5411

E-mail:
supremewireless1@gmail.comauthorized retailer

24/7 . . . Rain or Shine . . .
Your local, independent 

agent will be there.   

Community Insurance Agency
Gaylord

507-237-2710 • Toll-Free 1-888-237-2710
Hours: M-F 8:30am-5pm; Sat. 8:30-11am

Brian
Martens

Chris
Kloempken

Laurie
Brockhoff

• Mature turkeys have more than 3,500
feathers.

• There are 47 different breeds of sheep
in the U.S.

• Pork is the most widely eaten meat in
the world.

• The average person consumes 584
pounds of dairy products a year.

• 160 degrees Fahrenheit is the correct
cooking temperature to ensure safe and sa-
vory ground beef.

• Elevators in the Statue of Liberty use a
soybean-based hydraulic fluid.

• Like snowflakes, no two cows have ex-
actly the same pattern of spots.

• The longest recorded flight of a chick-
en is 13 seconds.

• Twenty-nine cuts of beef meet govern-
ment guidelines for lean.

• The average dairy cow produces seven
gallons of milk a day, 2,100 pounds of
milk a month, and 46,000 glasses of milk a
year.

• Turkeys originated in North and Cen-
tral America, and evidence indicates that
they have been around for more than 10
million years.

• Agriculture employs more than 24 mil-
lion American workers (17% of the total
U.S. work force).

• Today's American farmer feeds about
155 people worldwide. In 1960, that num-
ber was 25.8.

• Raising beef cattle is the single largest
segment of American agriculture.

• One pound of wool can make 10 miles
of yarn. There are 150 yards (450 feet) of
wool yarn in a baseball.

• Soybeans are an important ingredient
for the production of crayons. In fact, one
acre of soybeans can produce 82,368
crayons.

• The heaviest turkey ever raised
weighed 86 pounds, about the size of an
average third-grader.

• Cows have four stomachs and can de-
tect smells up to six miles away!

• Cows are herbivores, so they only have
teeth on the bottom.

• There are 350 squirts in a gallon of
milk.

• Cows must give birth to a calf in order
to produce milk.

Fun Farm Facts Source: http://www.farmersfeedus.org/fun-farm-facts/
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U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar, D-
Minn., announced that her bipar-
tisan provision co-sponsored by

Senator Pat Roberts, R-Kans., ranking
member of the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee, to fully restore the Agriculture
hours-of-service exemption across the full
food and farm supply chain passed the
Senate as part of a larger Surface Trans-
portation bill. 

Restoring the exemption would make it
easier for farmers to transport goods and
get products to the market during critical
planting and harvesting seasons.
Klobuchar serves on the Senate Agricul-
ture Committee and Senate Commerce
Committee.

“During the planting and harvesting
seasons, farmers need to be able to get fer-
tilizer and other supplies to their farms
quickly and efficiently, otherwise their
crops and businesses may suffer,”
Klobuchar said. “This initiative will help
ensure that unnecessary red tape doesn’t
get in the way of our farmers having the
resources and tools they need to success-
fully run their farms and provide the food
and fuel our country needs.”

Currently, drivers transporting agricul-
tural supplies during the planting and har-
vesting periods are only exempt from
hours-of-service (HOS) rules – which
limit when and how long truck drivers
may drive – when they are transporting
just one farm supply from just the retailer
to the farms, and the exemption does not
include any other goods or supplies trans-
ported from the farm to retailer or source
to the retailer – a critical segment of the
farm and food supply chain. 

Klobuchar’s provision would fully re-
store the HOS exemption to agriculture
goods transported from source to retailer
to farm, allowing for an uninterrupted sup-
ply chain that will help ensure farmers get
the supplies they need in a timely and effi-
cient manner.

The bill is supported by nearly 50 na-
tional and state agricultural organizations
including the Minnesota Grain and Feed
Association, the National Farmers Union,
the National Farm Bureau, the Coopera-
tive Network, and the American Soybean
Association.  

Klobuchar bipartisan provision
on restoring hours-of-service 
Exemption would make it easier for farmers to transport goods and get
products to market during critical planting and harvesting seasons

• Agriculture employs more than six
times as many workers as the U.S. auto-
motive industry.

• Agriculture is one of the few U.S. busi-
ness sectors to boast a trade surplus, ex-
porting $132 billion in farm goods in
2011.

• Americans spend just 9.5% of their in-
come on food—less than any other coun-
try.

• U.S. farms sold $369 billion in goods
in 2010—that’s bigger than the GDPs of
nearly 200 countries.

• The most profitable side of the food
business is in processing and marketing,
not the farmer’s share. In fact, for every
dollar that consumers spend on food, farm-
ers receive just 20 cents.

• Of the $4.39 retail price of a box of ce-
real, farmers receive just 8 cents.

• Of the $3.99 retail price of a bag of po-
tato chips, farmers receive less than 10
cents.

• The United States has the safest, most
affordable, and most abundant food supply
in the world.

• According to a recent study by Harris
Interactive, 95% of Americans think it is
important to produce food domestically.

• 96% of U.S. farms are run by families,
farmer partnerships, or co-ops.

• The Bureau of Engraving and Printing
depends on farmers to produce paper cur-
rency—75% of every bill is made of cot-
ton.

• Texas, Missouri, Iowa, Oklahoma, and
Kentucky have the most farms.

• California, Iowa, Texas, Nebraska, and
Illinois have the highest agriculture sales.

• 13% of U.S. agricultural exports origi-
nate in California.

• Commodity policies in the 2008 farm
bill cost less than one-quarter of one per-
cent of the federal budget—about 25 cents
out of every $100 paid in taxes.

• Only 11% of funding in the farm bill
goes to farm policies.

• More than 84% of farm bill-related
spending goes to food and nutrition pro-
grams like food stamps, not to farmers.

• Farm policy funding has fallen sharply
in the last decade. It was slashed in the
2008 farm bill by $7.4 billion, and again in
2010 by $6 billion.

• U.S. farm policy costs Americans just
2.3 cents per meal of 6.9 cents a day.

• Compared to other major agricultural
producers around the globe, the U.S. ranks
near the bottom of the subsidization and
tariff scale.

• Over the life of the 2008 farm bill,
total conservation spending increases from
$3.7 billion in 2008, to $7.15 billion in
2021, more than the amount for traditional
farm policies.

• Agricultural land provides habitat for
75% of the nation’s wildlife.

• About 46% of the country is farm-
land—that’s an area more than ten times
the size of California and greater than
twice the size of Alaska.

Farm Policy Facts

John Meyer
Trucking

Green Isle, MN
Phone: 320-238-2688

Cell: 612-719-5501

A family-owned and operated company since 1962, in
the livestock hauling business. Able to deliver livestock
to Cannon Falls, Zumbrota, Albany, Windom, or any-
where possible.

GLENCOE FLEET SUPPLY
START RIGHT.

START HERE.

SM

• Paint & Supplies

• Farm Supplies

• Carhartt

• Power Tools

• Sporting Goods

• Automotive

• Farm Gates & Feeders

• Seasonal Items

• Toys

• Pet Supplies

• Animal Feed

• Electrical Supplies

• Plumbing Supplies

• Housewares

• Clothing & Boots

• Propane

Hwy 212
3105 10th St. E., Glencoe

320-864-4304
Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Sun. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Since 1905

We have Hunting/

Fishing Licenses

FARM & HOME

SUBSCRIPTION SPECIAL

To celebrate SPRING, 
we are offering 

3 MONTHS FREE 
with a one year 

subscription! 

Arlington ENTERPRISE
Subscription Rates: MN – $33.00 per year. 

Outside of state – $38.00 per year.

SPRING - 3 months free - Arlington Enterprise
Name _____________________________________________
Mailing Address _____________________________________
__________________________________________________

Phone _____________________________________________
❒ Check Enclosed  ❒ Bill my credit card    ❒ i    ❒ r ❒ a

Charge acct.# _______________________________________
Exp. date __________________________________________

Arlington ENTERPRISE 
402 West Alden, P.O. Box 388, Arlington, MN 55307

507-964-5547 • info@arlingtonmnnews.com

MAIL IN THE FORM BELOW  OR CALL 507-964-5547 TO ORDER!

OFFER 
EXPIRES
APRIL 30, 

2012

Source: http://www2.farmpolicyfacts.org/index.php/real-facts/
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Thinking of Remodeling?
Adding a Room?

Take advantage of today’s low interest and mortgage rates.

Quality Workmanship
plus 

Quality Products
Equals the best value 

for your dollar.
• Additions • New Home Building
• Custom Windows • Siding
• Remodeling
• COMPETITIVE PRICING

MESENBRING 
CONSTRUCTION

(507) 964-2864
Morris Mesenbring

“Let 38 years of experience work for you!”
Member of the Minnesota 
River Builders Association
502 W. Elgin St., Arlington

Contractor’s License Number: BC004806

“We can walk 
you through the

process from 
start to finish.”

Minnesota River
Builders Association

family-owned & operated

Servicing Sibley, McLeod, Nicollet, 
Brown, Redwood & Renville Counties.

Roll Off Service
Commercial & Residential

Waste Collection & Recycling
Weekend Service Available

507-834-6168 or
866-800-6244

Gibbon, MN
Please call for details.

Home is where your heart is, and home is
where your insurance should be.

Buffalo Lake - New Auburn Mutual keeps 
your insurance dollars at home . . . . working for 

you and your community.

Buffalo Lake - New Auburn     
Mutual Insurance Co.

Vivian Grisham,Agent
507-237-5264

www.BLNAMIC.com

Farm
and

Home
Insurance

Reasonable
Rates
Since
1888
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James Rosckes, Glencoe

• Residential  
• Agricultural  • Commercial  

Office: (320) 864-5729
Cell: (612) 310-5729

james@flatworksconcrete.com
www.flatworksconcrete.com

 

Environmentally Smart CarpetEnvironmentally Smart Carpet

 

BERGMANN’S
CELEBRATING 34  YEARS OF SERVICE!

INTERIORS

“The Decorating Store At YOUR Door!”

Call 320-864-6754
for your FREE IN-HOME 

appointment.
• Floor Coverings • Window Treatments

FREE Buffalo Creek Seasoning Pack ($25 value)
w/In-Home or Design Studio appointment.

Valid to April 14, 2012

6 Months
Same as Cash!

Up to 
20% OFF

Visit BergmannInteriors.com

Prepared by Su Ye, Minnesota Department of Agriculture (2011)

Sibley County: 

 Population: 15,226  ranks 57th in MN
 Total employment: 5,947 jobs 

 - Farm employment: 1,136 jobs 
 - Non-farm employment: 4,811 jobs 

Sibley County Agricultural Rankings: 
(Among all MN counties)  
 No. 24 in crop production 

 - No. 15 in sugarbeet 
 - No. 17 in corn 
 - No. 19 in soybeans 
 No. 29 in livestock production 

 - No. 7 in poultry 
 - No. 16 in milk cows 

Sibley County Crop & Livestock Marketing 

Sibley County Crop & Livestock 

Sibley County Agricultural Marketing 

Minnesota Top Counties: Poultry 

Sibley County Livestock Sectors 

Source: USDA/NASS

TDD: 1-800-627-

Prepared by Su Ye, Minnesota Department of Agriculture (2011)

Sibley County: Agricultural Rankings among Minnesota Counties 
Item Quantity State Rank

MARKET VALUE OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS SOLD ($1,000)

Total value of agricultural products sold 243,979 20
Value of crops including nursery and greenhouse 124,116 23
Value of livestock, poultry, and their products 119,863 19

VALUE OF SALES BY COMMODITY GROUP ($1,000)

Grains, oilseeds, dry beans, and dry peas 117,365 16
Tobacco - -
Cotton and cottonseed - -
Vegetables, melons, potatoes, and sweet potatoes 4,575 20
Fruits, tree nuts, and berries 24 55
Nursery, greenhouse, floriculture, and sod 52 66
Cut Christmas trees and short rotation woody crops - -
Other crops and hay 2,099 33
Poultry and eggs 46,267 7
Cattle and calves 16,293 29
Milk and other dairy products from cows 24,217 16
Hogs and pigs 31,931 25
Sheep, goats, and their products 122 43
Horses, ponies, mules, burros, and donkeys 108 31
Aquaculture - -
Other animals and other animal products 925 12

TOP CROP ITEMS (acres)

Corn for grain 171,977 15
Soybeans for beans 102,480 25
Forage - land used for all hay and haylage, grass silage, and greenchop 9,773 54
Vegetables harvested for sale 8,676 11
Sweet corn 4,437 9

TOP LIVESTOCK INVENTORY ITEMS (number)

Layers 2,567,002 1
Pullets for laying flock replacement (D) 1
Hogs and pigs 110,317 26
Cattle and calves 31,140 23
Colonies of bees 10,916 3

Source: 2007 Agricultural Census

   SIBLEY COUNTY AGRICULTURAL PROFILE
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Over 100
colors to
choose
from!

• 2x3 Downspouts • 3x4 Downspouts • 4x5 Downspouts
• 5” Seamless Gutters • 6” Seamless Gutters

• Great for Pole Sheds, Shops, Churches, Any Large Roof Area
• K-Guard Leaf-Free Gutter System (lifetime clog free guarantee)

PHIL GOETTL
612-655-1379  •  888-864-5979

www.mngutter.com

Spring Special

20% OFF

Series

Unique
design
Requires less 
horsepower

THE SOLUTION
WHEN IT COMES TO 
PROCESS BIG BALES

VERTICAL
MIXERMobile and stationery models 800-642-4104

5 YEARLimited warranty

AG SERVICE CENTER LAFAYETTE


